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GREETINGS FROM THE MCA BOARD  

 F inally performed the shakedown cruise.  

The boats were covered with dust from a remodel-

ing project. The 2015 license was applied to one boat. 

The straps, paddles, and PFD’s were easy to find. One 

boat has a non-OEM hatch cover that has never properly 

fit. Once the kayak racks were on, I remembered the irri-

tating whistle they make. I couldn’t find my hat, which 

had been stashed in a dry bag in the office since last Sep-

tember. This year I have a smartphone, might as well take 

it but I’m not going to look at it. Or use the camera. 

 

 I paddled Murphy Lake for the shakedown. Murphy was 

cold, clear, and much higher than expected. The water 

depth was surprising, due to the wimpy winter. Murphy 

needs to be paddled early due to the algae blooms. Even 

with the crystal clear water and polarized sunglasses, I 

was not able to find the snapping turtles. Sometimes I 

paddle just inches over their backs. Sometimes they sit a 

few feet away on the bottom, looking like a moss covered 

rock.  

 

Cleary Lake is another lake that needs to be paddled be-

fore the algae blooms. The rewards are sighting the    

From the by-laws of the MCA: 

The purposes for which the corporation is organized are:  

  to unite in common organization those persons who are interested in all phases of recreational canoeing, 

professional and amateur canoe racing, canoe camping, and related activities  

 to formulate and maintain standards for the guidance of members and others interested in canoeing  

 to exchange information about canoes, canoe equipment, river, lakes and other waterways, campsites and 

other matters of common interest to members  

 to promote and encourage conservation of wilderness, waterways and campsite and such other matters as 

will maintain and improve conditions for canoeing  

 to do any and all lawful acts and things and to engage in any and all lawful activities which may be neces-

sary, useful, suitable, desirable, or  proper for the furtherance, accomplishment, fostering, or attainment 

of any or all of the purposes for which the corporation is organized  

 to aid and assist other organizations whose activities are such as to further, accomplish, foster, or attain 

any of such purposes.  

Minnesota Canoe Association 

2015 Board of Directors 
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 Kevin Groeneveld 
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 Belissa Ho 
 
Membership Director 
 Emily Johnson 
 
Treasurer 
 Mike Coriale 
 
Secretary 
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 Mary Hoffman 
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_________________________ 
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Saturday, June  13, 2015 

Minnesota River Paddle—Join the Flotilla! 

The MCA is invited to join Wild River Acade-
my and  many other friends to paddle from 
the I-35W bridge (Russel water access) to St. 
Paul.  Six Montreal canoes available.  
 
 Natalie at paddle@wildriveracademy.com 

MORE FROM THE MCA BOARD  

eagle nest, the osprey platform, maybe a 

river otter(?), muskrats. Try paddling up the 

little stream on the north side. My boat is 

my escape from  modern life and it’s inter-

ruptions.   

 

Th anks for your patience in waiting 

for this Spring edition of the 

newsletter. The content is starting to resem-

ble the exact contents of the website. Bor-

ing, redundant! We want to hear from you.  

 

Interested in paddling for a dragon boat 

team? Belissa Ho, the new VP, is on the 

team Wiki Wiki Wahini. Talk with her. I met  

Lisa Ender from  the Off the Edge team, 

based in St. Paul. They are interested in 

joining the MCA. 

 

Another unusual event this summer is a boat 

ballet on  July 31, 2015.  What is this perfor-

mance about? See the article.  Over fifty 

boats have volunteered so far. 

 

The Mighty Miss Marathon on August 

1, 2015 is spearheaded by a dynamic 

guy named Rollie Ring-Jarvi. The MCA 

is helping to promote the event. I’m 

not a racer, but hope to get in on the 

excitement. Emily is aiming to hold 

the 2016 Aluminum Nationals in MN. 

  

An unusual partnership has begun with 

some students who fabricate and race 

concrete canoes. See the results of 

their work. The team won 2nd place in 

their division. Congratulations! 

 

Editor-

communications@mncanoe.org       

 

Cover photo–  Monday Night Rookies 

on the Mississippi. Photo: Sinthang 

Has 
 

mailto:paddle@wildriveracademy.com
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Friday, July 21, 2015 7:00 PM to 8:00 PM 

Part of the 3rd Annual Riverfront Festival, the Mississippi River Boat Ballet promises unex-

pected and previously unseen beauty. The river will be the stage, the dancers will be boats: actu-

al barges, bicycle pontoon boats, canoes, dragon boats, kayaks, racing sculls, rafts, row boats, 

sail boats, stand up paddle boards, tugboats, wind surfers, vintage yachts…all choreographed by 

Patrick Scully, assisted by Kalen Keir. 

Anyone interested in being part of the boat ballet is encouraged to sign up above under tickets, 

you may also contact Patrick Scully at patrick@patrickscully.org  You do not need to have a boat 

to participate. We have a range of boats for which we are looking for people to paddle. You can 

see a video of an earlier Boat Ballet choreographed by Patrick at 

http://www.patrickscully.org/touring/#section-works 
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Teens on the Water 

In April, Bob Anderson put forward a motion to give a “Mini 

Grant" from the MCA to an organization that works with 

youth to help get youth out on the water in boats.  The 

proposed amount is $500 and we would choose the winner 

by picking a name out of a hat.  Your organization could  

be nominated a board member. 

Minnesota Canoe Association 
Grant Guidelines 

 

 Title:  “Teens on the Water” 
 

 Description: 
o Provide a grant to local not for profit organizations to encourage getting teens on 

the water in a canoe, kayak or SUP.   
o Expectation is that one or more teens will be active on the water in a canoe, kayak 

or SUP for more than 4 hours. 
o A teen is defined as someone 11-18 years old. 
o It is expected that the receiving organization use this money for teen trips, single or 

multiple day outings, clinics, races etc. 
o It is acceptable to use part of the money for equipment as long as the purchase of 

this equipment leads directly to getting teens on the water. 
o It is not acceptable to use this money for organizational advertising or marketing. 
o The grant value is initially set at $500.   
o It is expected that this is an annual MCA grant to a different organization each 

year. 
o An organization receiving the grant is not eligible for another similar grant for 5 

years. 
 

 Selection Process: 
o Each Board member can nominate one organization to receive the grant. 
o Nominations will be randomly drawn. 

 

 Responsibility of organization receiving the grant: 
o Organization receiving the grant will agree to writing two articles for the Paddler. 
o First article will be written when the grant is awarded. 

 250-500 word article on the organization covering its mission and planned 
use of the grant money.  The article can be a promotional piece for the 
organization.  Pictures are encouraged but not required. 

o Grant money will be awarded after the first article is received by MCA. 
o Second article will be after the teen(s) have completed the on water activity. 

 250-500 word article describing the on water activity.  One or more pictures 
must be included. 

 

http://www.patrickscully.org/touring/#section-works
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/mississippi-river-boat-ballet-tickets-15801623080
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July 4-5, 2015 
Women’s 

Round-Robin 

On  

Cedar Lake 

Minneapolis, MN 

 

Contact Emily to register 

membership@mncanoe.org 
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 http://files.dnr.state.mn.us/maps/canoe_routes/mississippi7.pdf 

 

Registration  ZapEvent 

Facebook     Mighty Miss Marathon and 12 Mile 

mailto:membership@mncanoe.org
http://files.dnr.state.mn.us/maps/canoe_routes/mississippi7.pdf
http://www.zapevent.com/listactivities.aspx?eventid=7573
https://www.facebook.com/events/836454126402016/


 

10 

 

 

Paddle the Minnesota River in a Day!  

Date: 06/13/2015 

Location:  Minnesota River State Water Trail 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Description: Join our effort to paddle the Minnesota River in a day as we 

attempt to have as many paddlers cover as many river miles as possible. 

Will we be able to cover them all? We'll get closer with your help. Partici-

pate however it works best for you: join an event, paddle on your own, or 

organize a paddle. If you plan to paddle your own route you'll have plenty 

of options and scenery to choose from as the Minnesota River State Water 

Trail flows 318 miles across the state and journeys past eight state parks 

and recreation areas, many city and county parks, and two National Wild-

life Refuges.  

 

Join one of several public paddles happening at different locations on the 

river from Granite Falls to the Twin Cities metro area leaving at 10 a.m. 

and ending at 2 p.m. Have some extra boats? Plan your own outing and 

help get others out on the water. Visit the Minnesota State Water Trail 

website (mndnr.gov/watertrails) Contact Alex Watson to register your 

miles paddled and receive information and details on how you can be part 

of the effort. 

 

More Information: Contact Alex Watson at 507-359-6062 or by email at 

alexader.watson@state.mn.us. 
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Memorial Park near Granite Falls to the Upper Sioux Agency State Park. CURE Board Member, Brian 
Wojtalewicz, will lead this 8-mile paddle. Participants will have the opportunity to paddle the newly formed 
Minnesota Falls rapids. Paddlers need to have their own canoe or kayak (no wooden canoes) and plan to be 
on the water for up to 3 hours. This paddle is for intermediate to experienced paddlers only. To participate 
in either of these paddling trips, participants must pre-register with CURE by either emailing us at 
peg@cureriver.org or calling us at 1-877-269-2873. 

Skalbekken County Park and end at Vicksburg County Park. Peg Furshong, the CURE Events & Adventures 
Coordinator, will lead this 13-mile paddle, which is in some of the most scenic parts of the Minnesota River 
Valley. This paddle is for intermediate paddlers who can navigate rapids and paddle for 4 to 5 hours. Partici-
pants are encouraged to bring their own canoe or kayak. There will be a few canoes and kayaks available 
through CURE for this trip by reservation only. For more information and to register, call Dixie at 1-877-269-
2873.To participate in either of these paddling trips, participants must pre-register with CURE by 
either emailing us at peg@cureriver.org or calling us at 1-877-269-2873. 

Wild River Academy – 35W Bridge to 
downtown St. Paul Six canoes available, 
preregistration required for seat reserva-
tion OR bring your own canoe or kayak. 
How to register: Email Natalie Warren at 
paddle@wildriveracademy.com to RSVP 

Mankato Paddling and Outing Club – Judson to Land of Memories Park – 11.5 miles Bring your 
own canoe or kayak. Group leader: Brad Nawrocki,  How to register: Call Brad at (507) 340-4459 

 

Minneopa State Park Naturalist Scott Kudelka – Mack Lake County Park to Fort Ridgley State Park 
– 8.5 miles Canoes provided, preregistration required for seat reservation OR bring your own canoe or 
kayak. How to register: Call Scott Kudelka 507) 384-8890 or scott.kudelka@state.mn.us 

Big Stone National Wildlife Refuge – Guided paddle around 
the refuge – 3 miles Bring your own canoe or kayak. How to 
register: Call Alice Hanley at (320) 273-2500 or  

email alice.hanley@fws.gov 

 

Paddling Opportunities on the Minnesota River! 

http://www.dnr.state.mn.us/watertrails/index.html
mailto:alexader.watson@state.mn.us
mailto:peg@cureriver.org
mailto:peg@cureriver.org
mailto:paddle@wildriveracademy.com
mailto:alice.hanley@fws.gov
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Wisconsin Canoe Symposium 
Friday June 19 – Sunday June 21, 2015 

Pine Lake Camp     
Westfield, Wisconsin 
June 19 through June 21, 2015 
 
 
The symposium will feature excellent instruction in a quiet water venue for paddlers 
wishing to improve their skills in paddling and in the precise control of their canoes. In 
addition to FreeStyle classes, courses will be available for all skill levels in both solo 
and tandem. Student/instructor ratio is limited to 5 to 1.  All instructors are ACA certi-
fied.   Bring your own canoe, paddle, and PFD; rentals will be available on a limited, 
first-come-first-served basis.   
 
This event will be a great way to spend Fathers’ Day weekend!   
Arrive as early as Thursday evening and paddle through Sunday.  Meals are available 
through-out the event.  Accommodations include motel style rooms, cabin bunkhouses, 
and camping (with electric hookup).  Pine Lake’s various camp activities such as ar-
chery and low ropes will be available to symposium participants and registered family 
and guests. 
 
Registration forms for classes and the camp (accommodations & meals) will be availa-
ble the first of December at the FreeStyle Canoeing website:  
www.freestylecanoeing.com 
 
The Wisconsin Canoe Symposium is organized and hosted by Chicago area FreeStyle 
instructors, Tracy Hunt and Paul Klonowski.  For more information, contact  
Tracy at tj.hunt@sbcglobal.net  
Paul at pklonowski@comcast.net 
 

Falls of St. Anthony, Zebulon Pike, 1810 
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Portage the Upper St. Anthony Falls  
Where is the portage route when the upper St. Anthony Falls lock is shut down 

after June 10, 2015? In an effort to prevent the spread of Asian carp, the lock 

will to be shut down to commercial and recreational traffic. Flood control is per-

mitted.  

 

Two portages are proposed. The longest portion of the east portage, river left, 

is 210 rods. The location is the I-35W bridge to the apron of the upper dam. 

Just imagine carrying your boat along Main St., near the restaurants, bikers, 

couples, soccer players, etc. 

 

The proposed west portage, river right, 

is on the downtown side of the Missis-

sippi. If you don’t/can’t use the lower 

lock, your portage is 525 rods. 

 

The map of the proposed routes can be 

found clicking the link to the Master 

Plan. 

clic
k here 

http://www.freestylecanoeing.com/
mailto:tj.hunt@sbcglobal.net
mailto:pklonowski@comcast.net
http://www.freestylecanoeing.com/
https://www.minneapolisparks.org/_asset/kff8kx/stanthony-falls-regional-master-plan-3-4-2015.pdf
https://www.minneapolisparks.org/_asset/kff8kx/stanthony-falls-regional-master-plan-3-4-2015.pdf
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The University of Minnesota – Twin 

Cities Concrete Canoe team had com-

petition the weekend of April 17-18 at 

Dordt College in Sioux Center, Iowa. 

Concrete Canoe is a student run group 

that is a part of the Civil Engineering 

Department at the University. The 

team designs, builds, themes, and 

races a canoe made out of concrete. 

This year the team was able to create 

lasting connections with local compa-

nies and groups to further the growing 

success of the team. With the effort of 

these different groups and companies 

the team was able to place second 

overall in the regional competition, 

just behind University of Wisconsin – 

Platteville.  

 

Great strides were made towards mak-

ing a competitive Concrete Canoe 

team and the Minnesota Canoe Asso-

ciation (MCA) was integral in our abil-

ity to canoe effectively and efficiently. 

With even the couple days of practice 

with the MCA the team members pad-

dling felt more comfortable and confi-

dent in their ability to paddle the ca-

noe. Although the help from the MCA 

came late this year the connection with 

the group is not lost and next year will  

 

prove to be an even more successful 

year with many of the paddlers this 

year continuing to paddle with the 

MCA through Rookie Racers and other 

outings put forth by the group 

throughout the summer.  

 

On behalf of the Concrete Canoe 

team, thank you for your help and 

your support. It is my hope that this 

can become a strong and fruitful rela-

tionship for years to come. Not only 

helping our group out, but also bene-

fiting your group and getting people 

excited about paddling. 

 

Joe Casanova is the team Captain, and 

UM engineering student. 

Concrete Competition Submitted by Joe Casanova 

April 18, 2015 Race day at Lake Pahoja, Iowa 
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The University of MN– Twin Cities Concrete Canoe team wins 
 2nd place out of nine teams. 

The University of MN– Twin Cities Concrete Canoe team wins 
 2nd place out of nine teams. 

  Dave Shanteau and the team at practice 
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  Kon-Tiki                    University of MN-Twin Cities 
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Some of the rules and 

regulations for the  

Concrete Canoe Com-

petition: 

 Single-blade paddle 

 Length = 22 feet maximum 

 Width = 36 inches 

 The canoe shall pass a flo-

tation test where the canoe 

floats near the water’s surface, 

when completely filled with 

water and loaded with two (2) 

25-lb. sandbags 

 Flotation must be encased 

in concrete 

 Bondo®, epoxy or similar 

materials are not permitted at 

any time during the casting of 

the canoe 

 Reinforcement thickness 

cannot exceeds 50% of canoe 

thickness 

 Concrete sealers or surface 

coating) may be applied to any 

portion of the canoe 

 Seaworthiness is defined by 

a canoe that has (1) little to no 

structural damage or (2) struc-

tural damage that has been 

sufficiently repaired 

Entries in the competition 

have weighted from 105-

405lbs! 

  Kon-Tiki                    University of MN-Twin Cities 
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    Where does the club get money to operate? 

    In 2014,  we ended with an operating income of $990.79. This is good! 

       About half of income is your dues, the other half is mostly from the popular            

       Far North Symposium. 
    The general categories and values shown on the pie charts come from the  

       Minnesota Canoe Association Fiscal Year 2014 Profit and Loss Statement.  
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    Where do your dues go? 

 The largest chunk of administrative costs are the ClubExpress webpage,  

        software, post office box, and insurance.  We no longer mail a printed  

        newsletter, saving over a thousand dollars a year.  So, why pay dues if  

 you can access the web site for free?  You are part of promoting the sport. 

 We always appreciate your support! You have the opportunity to take ad- 

 vantage of the club infrastructure to implement your ideas for events, 

  classes, etc. 
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info@WisconsinCanoeHeritageMuseum.org 

www.WisconsinCanoeHeritageMuseum.org 
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mailto:info@wisconsincanoeheritagemuseum.org
http://www.wisconsincanoeheritagemuseum.org/
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Minnesota Canoe Association Explanatory 
Notes to the Financial Statements For the Year 

Ended December 31, 2014 

 
A. Accounting Policies The following accounting policies have been adopted in the preparation 

of these financial statements: 

 The matching of revenue earned and expenses incurred uses the accrual basis of accounting. 

 Membership dues are generally recognized when they are received. 

 Depreciation has been calculated on a straight line basis to allocate the cost of fixed assets 

over their estimated useful lives. 

 

B. Bank Accounts 

US Bank Checking is our primary operating account. The balance increased year over year by 

nearly $900. CapitalOne 360 Savings is our savings account. This earned interest of approximate-

ly 0.40% APY during 2014. The Board approved a motion in 2013 to close this account in the fu-

ture if the cost of maintenance (real or in man-hours) outweighs any income benefit. 

 

C. Life Member Funds 

Alliance Bernstein Global Bond Fund (ANAGX) saw an increase of 6.92% in 2014. The fund per-

formed better than the benchmark Barclays US Aggregate Bond Index (5.97% increase) as well 

as other similar "World Bond" funds as categorized by Morningstar (1.72% increase). Morningstar 

gave the fund a 9 out of 100 rating for 2014 (1 = top performing fund, 100 = worst performing 

fund). 

Calvert Capital Accumulation A Fund (CCAFX) saw an increase of 7.39% in 2014. The fund per-

formed poorly compared to the benchmark S&P 500 index (13.69% increase) but compared simi-

larly to other similar "Mid Cap Growth" funds as categorized by Morningstar (7.00% increase). 

Morningstar gave the fund a 49 out of 100 rating for 2014 (1 = top performing fund, 100 = worst 

performing fund). 

Calvert Small Cap A Fund (CCVAX) saw an increase of 7.03% in 2014. The fund performed poor-

ly compared to the benchmark S&P 500 index (13.69% increase) but better than other similar 

"Small Blend" funds as categorized by Morningstar (3.79% increase). Morningstar gave the fund a 

17 out of 100 rating for 2014 (1 = top performing fund, 100 = worst performing fund). 

 

D. Fixed Assets 

The MCA, in partnership with the Loppet Foundation, purchased six Wenonah Jensen 18 canoes 

and fifteen FoxWorx racing paddles in 2013. These are considered capital expenditures. Depreci-

ation has been calculated on a straight line basis using the schedule of useful lives below: 

Canoe Accessories (Paddles, PFDs, etc.) 5 years Canoes 10 years 

 

2/5/2015 Treasurer Mike Coriale 
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MCA Board Meeting 

4/22/15 7pm-9pm at Urban Boat Builders 
In attendance: Mary Hoffmann, Dave Shanteau, Bob Anderson, Sinthang Has, Karl Huemiller, Emily Johnson 
and Rollie Ring-Jarvi.  

  

Mighty Miss Marathon 

Roland Ring-Jarvi presented the brochure. MCA will promote at Mora, the Outdoor Expo, 
and mncanoe.org. The sponsor, Pioneer Midwest, will include MCA bling in race packet promo.  De-
tails need to be worked out. 

  
Far North 

Mary emailed the income report and attendee reports to the treasurer and Bob O’Hara, and shared 
with the MCA board. Bob O. was unable to attend, but submitted a report and evaluation results to 
the board. Per Bob O., total income is about $1800, and $400+ profit. Bob will organize next year 
with the MCA. 
  
Maplewood Family Expo 

Dave  and Mary staffed the MCA table at this first ever expo. Kids must have hands-on experience to 
be effective. A$17.04 door prize was donated:  dry bag (with MCA sticker), cell phone dry box (with 
MCA sticker), and whistle. Information pushed was water safety, 1C and 1K easy trips led by River 
Ramblers, matching river maps from the DNR Water Trails, and the 2015 DNR water trail brochure. 
Audience was parents/kids in strollers to about age 10. [Approximately 475 people attended] 

  
Future Cruises 

Mary met with MN Valley Wildlife Refuge to ask about access to Louisville swamp. They are open to 
working with us for a cruise and possibly providing an interpreter. The MN river is open to paddling, 
but the refuge is off limits (wildlife is protected). 
  
Wild River Academy invited the MCA to Paddle the MN River day on June 13. They will also be or-
ganizing a paddle down the entire Minnesota River. More details to be announced soon.  Public is 
invited to join them on any stretch. 
  
New Trailer 

Mary received the application to Title/Register the boat trailer and sales receipt from David Shan-
teau, $236.50. [And posted in Documents/Board of Directors at mncanoe.org] 
 

Get Kids on the Water Mini-Grant 

Bob Anderson put forward a motion to give a "Mini Grant" from the MCA to an organization that 
works with youth to help get youth out on the water in boats.  Proposed amount is $500 and we 
would choose the winner by picking a name out of a hat.  Organizations will be nominated by board 
members. 
Motion passed. 

http://mncanoe.org/
http://mncanoe.org/


 

26 

 
 

 

 

Minnesota Canoe Association 

P.O. Box 14989 

Minneapolis, MN 55414-0989 

 

www.mncanoe.org 

PADDLING OPPORTUNITIES AND UPCOMING EVENTS 

 PADDLING CLUBS IN THE REGION 

Rookie Racers 

Your club here 

http://mca.clubexpress.com/content.aspx?page_id=0&club_id=709151
http://www.mncanoe.org/content.aspx?page_id=0&club_id=709151&sl=205738467
http://www.mncanoe.org/content.aspx?page_id=22&club_id=709151&module_id=95909
http://www.rapidsriders.org/
http://www.rice-creek-boat-club.org/
http://www.inlandseakayakers.org/
http://www.skoac.org/
http://www.hickorytech.net/~mrbscr/index.htm
http://river-ramblers.org/
http://www.wikiwikiwahine.org/

